RURAL COMMUNITY
HEALTH & RESILIENCE

The quality of rural life is affected by the migration of people into and out
of rural communities, the evolution of agriculture and industry, local social
organization, and public policy. A team of researchers from land-grant
universities across the U.S. is examining the forces that shape rural communities
and identifying emerging threats and opportunities.

As a collaborative interdisciplinary group, this project is tackling multifaceted
issues in many states, including natural disasters, food deserts, local foods,
climate change, diversity, jobs, housing, infrastructure, and disease.
Researchers are also analyzing the impact of different development strategies
on rural wealth creation, including natural resource-based strategies (such as
energy production), amenity-based strategies (like tourism), and knowledge-
based strategies (for example, attracting the creative class).

This research will guide more efficient investments, better use of public
resources, and more effective policies and programs that will improve the
sustainability and vitality of rural communities, which comprise 72% of the

nation’s land area and 46 million people.




RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Oregon
researchers
integrated
high-
resolution
engineering
models
with economic models to
assess the direct and indirect
impacts of tsunamis. Local
businesses and residents
now have more accurate
predictions of damage and
understand how to invest in
disaster preparedness and
recovery.

Missouri

Extension

taught the

American

Water Works

Association

how to use a tool that helps
water utility managers reduce
the costs of water outages.

Ohio researchers
examined the effects
of opioid addiction
on economic
development
potential.

Researchers in Ohio,
Tennessee, ldaho, and
Oregon are investigating the
role of natural resource and
energy policy on economic
resilience in rural areas.

This project, NE-1049: Community Health and Resilience, 2012-2017, is supported by the Multistate Research Fund through
USDA-NIFA and grants to project members at the following institution: University of Arkansas, Arkansas Cooperative Extension,
Colorado State University, University of Connecticut, Cornell University, University of Delaware, University of Georgia, University
of [daho, University of Kentucky, Kentucky Cooperative Extension, University of Maine, Michigan State University, University of
Minnesota, University of Missouri, University of Nebraska, University of Nevada, University of New Hampshire, North Carolina
State University, North Dakota State University, North Dakota Cooperative Extension, Ohio State University, Oklahoma State
University, Oregon State University, Pennsylvania State University, Purdue University, Rutgers University, University of Tennessee,
Utah State University, Virginia Tech University, West Virginia University, and University of Wisconsin. Learn more: bit.ly/NE-1049



http://bit.ly/NE-1049 
http://mrfimpacts.org
http://mrfimpacts.org



