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RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

CALCULATING THE ECONOMIC IMPACTS
OF COOPERATIVES

A closer look at the ways cooperatives improve
their local and state economies helps ensure
future participation in cooperatives and ease
relations with the rest of the community. For
example, researchers determined how the
presence of cooperatives affects milk pricing and
competition (Wisconsin).

STRUCTURING COOPERATIVES EFFECTIVELY

Research-based strategies are improving the
efficiency and profitability of cooperatively owned
businesses. For example, researchers:

e Determined the feasibility and optimal structure
of cooperatives for machinery, fertilizer
warehousing, international food hubs, wineries,
forestry, multi-family housing, and water.

Identified factors that affect the
socioeconomic status and growth of farm
cooperative members in South Dakota.

Discovered ways that revenue pooling can
provide insurance benefits to risk-averse
cooperative members (California).

Provided research and tools cooperatives
can use to make equity capital decisions that
enhance member profits (Nebraska & lowa).

Figured out ways cooperatives can

maximize returns to farmers and maintain the
cooperative’s financial strength given current
tax regulations (Oklahoma, Nebraska & lowa).

INFLUENCING POLICY

Research shared with U.S. Senate and House
staff informed public policy decisions concerning
cooperatives (Nebraska).

EDUCATING COOPERATIVE LEADERS

Education and outreach help both new and
existing cooperatives make good decisions.

e Business development support for 100 people
led to two new cooperatives (Michigan).

The Director Certification Program trained
over 100 cooperative directors and managers
(lowa & Nebraska).

A forum provided professional development
and networking opportunities for 150 directors
and managers of agriculture and rural electric
cooperatives (New York).

Outreach taught Women in Agriculture leaders
how they can engage in cooperatives (lowa).

Presentations on cooperative finance reached
over 350 directors and managers (Kansas).

This Multistate Research Project, NCERA210 Improving the management and effectiveness
of cooperatively owned business organizations (2013-2018), was funded in part by

PROJECT FUNDING
& PARTICIPATION

the Multistate Research Fund through USDA-NIFA and by grants to project members.
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